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A LETTER TO AMERICA’S MIDDLE
CLASS FAMILIES
The hopes of American families define the goals of my campaign.
In these pages you will find policies that help middle class Americans in
the challenges and responsibilities of their daily lives. They are real plans
for real people. A blueprint for educating every child. Helping middle class
families build savings and independence. Lending a hand to young people
facing the financial challenges of college, marriage, mortgage, and children.
Fulfilling the hopes of seniors for dignity and security in retirement.
This is an agenda for middle America, which is sometimes overlooked in
our national debate. I hope you will examine these plans. I invite you to
learn more about them at my campaign website, GeorgeWBush.com. And
I hope you will join me in a great cause.
Sincerely,
All of the plans described in this blueprint are discussed in much greater detail in George W. Bush's
457-page book, "Renewing America's Purpose." If you would like a copy of the book, you may download it
for free from our website. Log-on to www.GeorgeWBush.com

EDUCATION
“I believe all children can learn…and no child should be left behind.”
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Governor George W. Bush

Education is George W. Bush’s passion. And it will be his priority as President, just as it
has been as Governor. Under his leadership, Texas has shown the greatest improvement in
student achievement in the nation. Bush’s education reforms for America will enhance
opportunities for every child in every community, improve our public schools by giving them
more flexibility in return for results, restore local control of schools and empower parents.

The Bush planwill:
• Strengthen accountability and restore local control. Increase local control
and require annual testing in grades 3-8 to ensure that students are learning the
necessary skills. Reward schools that boost student performance and hold schools
accountable if they fail to teach children.
• Help children learn and promote reading. Provide $5 billion to ensure every child
can read by the third grade. Strengthen the Head Start program to prepare pre-school
children to learn reading and math skills.
• Empower parents with information and options. Require school-by-school report
cards and give parents real options – like tutoring or the ability to transfer to another
school – when their children are trapped in failing schools.
• Improve teacher quality. Provide $2.4 billion to train and recruit quality teachers,
especially in math and science, promote technology in the classroom, require greater
teacher accountability and allow teachers to deduct out-of-pocket classroom expenses.
• Support school safety and promote character development. Improve discipline
by requiring schools to enact a zero-tolerance policy on violence and classroom
disruption. Triple federal character education funding. And keep guns out of schools by
enforcing existing gun laws and creating “Safe School Task Forces.”
• Promote savings for education. Expand “Education Savings Accounts” by
increasing the annual contribution limit from $500 to $5,000 and allowing tax-free
withdrawals to pay for expenses from kindergarten through college and beyond.
• Increase access to higher education. Help states establish college merit
scholarships for students who take challenging courses in high school. Increase the
value of Pell Grants.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No real accountability. No regular testing. No way to
measure school and student performance. And no hope
to kids trapped in failing schools.

How the Bush Plan Helps Families:
A couple with two young children is
worried about paying for their
children’s college education. Under
the Bush plan, the couple can put the
money they save from the per child
tax credit, which Governor Bush
doubles to $1,000, into an education
savings account every year. When
each child enters college, the parents
will have about $25,000 per child to
pay for college tuition, room and
board, and other expenses.

HEALTH
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“Of all the bills we pay in life, medical costs are the most unpredictable and
can be the most expensive. I have a plan to help.”
Governor George W. Bush

Governor Bush knows that quality health care is essential. Whether it’s providing uninsured
Americans with access to health care, securing long-term care for older Americans, preserving
Medicare or providing prescription drug coverage, Governor Bush has a plan to help.

The Bush plan will:

• Modernize Medicare. Give seniors a greater choice in plans with more options, including
coverage for annual physicals and eye, hearing and dental care. Provide seniors access to the
latest medical technology.
• Provide seniors a prescription drug benefit now. Provide immediate assistance to seniors
for drug coverage. Require that any health plan participating in Medicare offer prescription drug
coverage, including free coverage for low income seniors. Underwrite at least 25 percent of the
cost of prescription drug premiums for all seniors.
• Provide catastrophic Medicare coverage. Ensure seniors suffering from life-threatening
illnesses will never pay more than $6,000 annually for Medicare costs.
• Provide patients a bill of rights. Provide patient protections, like those passed in Texas, to
ensure quality of care from health care providers. Texas is recognized as having one of the
strongest patients’ bill of rights in the country.
• Provide access to health care for the uninsured and underserved. Offer families that
lack insurance a refundable health credit of $2,000 to help purchase health insurance. Commit
$3.6 billion over five years to build 1,200 new Community Health Centers for families in medically
underserved and rural communities.
• Support caregivers and long-term care. Establish an additional exemption ($2,750 in
2000) for each elderly spouse, parent, or relative that a caregiver tends to in his or her home.
Provide a 100 percent tax deduction for long-term care insurance premiums.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No Choices, Insufficient Coverage. Al Gore says he’ll fight for the people against HMO’s, but
his prescription drug proposal forces seniors to join HMO’s selected for them by Washington. When
seniors turn 64 1/2, they must join a drug HMO selected by Washington or they are on their own.
And the Gore plan only caps catastrophic drug expenses, not other medical expenses such as
doctor or hospital bills. The Gore plan will also require seniors to pay a new $600 access fee for
prescription drug coverage, in addition to existing Medicare premiums.

How the Bush Plan Helps Families:
A 68-year-old woman on Medicare
with an annual income of $11,000
has prescription drug costs of
$900 a year. She does not have
prescription drug coverage, nor
does she have a supplemental
Medicare policy. Unfortunately,
she suddenly suffers a major
illness. After her return home,
she is left with $15,000 in unpaid
medical bills. Under the Bush
Medicare plan, her monthly
prescription drug costs would be
fully covered, and she would not
have to pay for any medical costs
above $6,000.

SOCIAL SECURITY
“To the seniors in this country: No changes, no reductions, no way.
For younger workers, we will give you the option to put a part of your
payroll taxes into sound, responsible investments you control.”
Governor George W. Bush

Governor Bush knows we must use these good times for great goals. That’s why he has
proposed a plan for saving and strengthening Social Security for this generation and
generations to come. In 15 years less cash will come into Social Security than is paid out to
retired seniors. About two decades later, the entire system will go bankrupt. Without
reform, according to the Social Security Administration, benefits will then have to be cut
30 percent or taxes increased 50 percent. The Bush plan will solve this problem and save
Social Security. The Bush plan will:

• Guarantee the current level of benefits for seniors. There will be no
change in benefits for those who are retired or nearing retirement.

• Allow the choice of personal savings accounts. Allow younger workers
to build real savings by voluntarily setting aside a portion of their payroll tax
into a personal savings account – in safe and sound investments – real
assets that they own, control and can pass on to their children.
• “Lock-box” the Social Security surplus. Require that Social Security
money be used for nothing but Social Security.
• Rule out any Social Security tax increases. No Social Security tax
increase.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No plan to save Social Security. Gore does nothing to reform Social
Security to save the program. Instead, his proposal will result in drastic tax
increases or benefit cuts in the future.

How the Bush Plan Helps Families:
A 70-year-old couple living on Social Security
will continue to receive their monthly check – no
changes, no reductions. A 22-year-old making
$20,000 a year who puts 2 percentage points
of her payroll tax in a personal savings account
would have savings worth over $100,000 upon
retirement, in addition to her other Social
Security income.
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TAXES
“Now is the time to reform the tax code and share some of the
surplus with the people who pay the bills”
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Governor George W. Bush

Governor Bush believes all income taxpayers deserve a tax cut. Not a chosen few.
Not some. But all. His plan is fair and returns one-quarter of the surplus to the
people who earned it. His plan sets aside money to save Social Security and pay
down the national debt. He believes no family should pay more than one-third of its
income in taxes. The Bush planwill:

• Provide real money for real needs. The Bush tax cut helps middle
class families pay for today’s bills and save for tomorrow’s needs. Cash
back for school clothes and supplies. A home computer. A car payment.
A child’s college education. Or the down payment on a home.

• Cut taxes for every taxpayer through lower marginal rates.
Replace the current five-rate tax structure of 15, 28, 31, 36 and 39.6 percent with four lower rates of 10, 15, 25 and 33 percent.

• Provide the biggest percentage cuts to low and middle income
taxpayers. Middle class families will receive significant tax relief – for
example, a typical family of four making $35,000 will get a 100 percent
income tax cut, worth about $1,500 a year.

• Double the child tax credit. Raise it from $500 to $1,000 per child.
• Cut the marriage penalty. Provide a new deduction for couples that
pay higher taxes merely because they are married.

• End the death tax. Completely eliminate the death tax, which will
benefit middle class families.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No tax relief for 50 million Americans. The Gore plan gives you a tax
cut only if you meet his special criteria. Half of all taxpayers do not qualify.

How the Bush Plan Helps Families:
A two-earner couple earning $50,000 a year with two
children will receive a 50% income tax cut under the
Bush plan. This means a savings of nearly $2,000 –
money that the family can use for school, vacations,
car payments, or savings for tomorrow’s needs.
A family of four with one earner making $40,000 a
year will receive a 70% income tax cut under the Bush
plan. This means $1,600 cash back for meeting the
family’s needs.

FAMILY

How the Bush Plan
Helps Families:

“Strong families make for a strong America.”
Governor George W. Bush

Governor Bush knows that children need hope. And parents need help. Families are the
backbone of our society and the foundation of community life. The Bush planwill:

• Empower parents to protect their children. Protect children from harmful
material on the Internet at school and in the library.
• Cut the marriage penalty. Provide a new deduction for couples that pay higher
taxes merely because they are married.
• Support after-school programs. Provide funding to after-school programs and
let community and faith-based groups compete for federal support to run these
programs, so that parents have more choice.
• Keep families in crisis together. Provide $1 billion for programs to help protect
children and help families in crisis.
• Promote adoption. Expand and make permanent the Adoption Tax Credit, by
increasing the $5,000 tax credit for adoption expenses to $7,500.
• Promote strong fathers. Provide support to programs that bring absent
fathers back into the lives of their families through mentoring, faith-based programs
and community efforts.
• Promote child safety in school and at home. Establish Project Sentry to
prosecute juveniles who bring guns to school, and adults who provide them. Ban for
life serious juvenile offenders from purchasing or carrying a gun. Launch Project
ChildSafe, a federal-state-local partnership to ensure that child safety locks are
made available for every single handgun in America.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No marriage penalty relief for millions of families and no true block on
harmful online content. Under the Gore plan, home-owning families that itemize
their tax deductions would be denied a cut in the marriage tax, and libraries and
schools would not be required to protect children from harmful online content.

A middle-income couple
earning $65,000 a year
adopts a child from the
foster care system.
The expenses associated with application,
placement and legal
fees exceeded $9,000.
Under the Bush plan,
the couple could take a
tax credit up to
$7,500 for their
adoption expenses.
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COMMUNITY
“The greatness of America is found not in the halls of Congress but in the
homes and hearts of Americans.”
Governor George W. Bush
To foster strong communities throughout America, Governor Bush has proposed a series of
initiatives to promote giving to charities, to strengthen the role of faith-based groups, to
preserve the environment and to protect families from crime. The Bush planwill:

• Promote charitable giving. Allow all taxpayers, not just those who itemize, to claim a tax
deduction for their donations to charity.
• Strengthen faith-based groups. Permit faith-based groups to compete for federal funds
without forcing them to abandon those religious aspects of their programs that make them
effective.
• Protect the environment. Accelerate the cleanup of industrial sites to fully protect human
health and the environment, working in partnership with citizens, businesses and government.
These sites can be used for parks, recreation or other public purposes.
• Preserve America’s natural resources and National Parks. Provide $450 million each year
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund to support state and local conservation efforts
that preserve and protect America’s natural resources, wildlife on private land and open spaces.
Commit $5 billion to restore the health of all our National Parks within the next five years.
• Provide tools for the New Economy. Commit $400 million to provide Americans free
Internet access, computer training, and professional skills development through community
technology centers.
• Increase access for Americans with disabilities into community life. Provide Americans
with disabilities access to the workplace, community-based health care, polling places and places
of worship through enforcement of laws and more than $1 billion in new resources.
• Reduce crime. Provide support to state and local police efforts. Strictly enforce
existing gun laws, vigorously prosecute anyone who uses a gun in a crime, and increase support
for drug interdiction, prevention and treatment.

In contrast, the Gore plan provides:
• No support for charities, no leadership to restore National Parks and a record of
reduced enforcement of existing gun laws. Provides no new tax deduction for charitable
donations, fails to fully allow faith-based groups to compete for federal support, and fails to
restore our National Parks. And from 1992 to 1998, federal gun crime prosecutions decreased
46 percent.

How the Bush Plan Helps Families:
A family earning $42,000 a year that does not
itemize gives $1,200 in charitable contributions to
support their local church, the Boy Scouts, and a
homeless shelter. Under the Bush plan, they can
take a tax deduction for these contributions..
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