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A
N APPLICANT to the
University of Johannes-
burg who vaulted the
institution’s fence led to

the stampede which claimed the
life of one woman and injured
several others.

This is what The Star reporter
Shain Germaner and photographer
Adrian de Kock saw when they
were caught up in the stampede
yesterday.

Since Monday, thousands of
prospective students lined streets
outside UJ’s Bunting Road campus
in Auckland Park, desperate to
snatch up one of the university’s
remaining 800 first-year spots. The
university has already received
65 665 (including late and on-time)
applications for its 11 000 first-year
spaces.

Around 7am yesterday, about
7 000 people – some of whom had
spent the night on the streets hop-
ing to be the first in the queue to
put in their applications – began to
get restless. The gates had not been
opened, and little information was
being made available.

Then a young man in fading
blue jeans and beige jacket, with a
black shoulder bag strung across
his chest, hauled himself up over
the green palisade fence. 

The crowd cheered and hissed,
but the jumper’s success triggered
further chancers to make the climb.

Ten or so managed to make it onto
the various fences and gates, jump-
ing inside the campus.

But those on the ground became
enraged, pushing harder and
harder and surging towards the
closed main gate. They screamed,
they shouted in anger, they pushed
those ahead of them and they trod
on and over those who had fallen.

By 7.30am they had broken
down the Bunting Road entrance
gate. Police and campus security
tried to order them into orderly
queues but could not control them.

Thousands rushed past The
Star’s team, pushing and running
over each other in an attempt to
make it past security and the hand-
ful of police officers. Several min-
utes later, the surge subsided –
most had made it in. But at a cost.

One woman lay in the street
with paramedics and campus secu-
rity trying to determine her
injuries. Another lay closer to the
bent central gate. She had head
injuries. A crying friend or relative
was saying “she can’t breathe”. 

Minutes later, a bronchial tube
and other equipment would be used
in a desperate attempt to open her
crushed airways. 

Just inside the perimeter fence
was the body of a middle-aged
woman under a blanket.

Next to it stood a young man,
weeping – the crushing weight of
thousands of students had killed
his mother.

Mother and son, whose identi-
ties were yet to be released, had
been in line for hours, waiting for a
chance to submit a late application
for him to continue his studies.

A female UJ student helping to
organise the late applications, and
who did not want to be named, went
up to the young man and asked if
he was okay, to which he responded:
“No I’m not… That’s my mother.” 

“No one had taken him to a
counsellor, no one had offered to
help him. I was furious, and I

immediately took him to the UJ
(psychology unit),” she said. 

And then there were the injuries
which some reports put at eight,
others as high as 20.

Another mother, Seipati Ntsi-
mane, 37, told The Star she lay on
the ground screaming for help as a
stampede of youths climbed over
her while others walked on top of
her to get to the gate. Eventually
campus security guards pulled her
to safety.

Ntsimane was there to help her
daughter Pholoso with her late
application for university entrance.

The mother and the 18-year-old

said they had arrived at UJ around
10pm  on Monday and had slept out-
side the gate.

“People started pushing into
each other, they also pushed me,”
said Ntsimane. 

“As I fell forward, my left leg
was stretched to the back. Others
started collapsing on me, others
walked on my outstretched leg, and
even when I screamed and shouted,
they did not care, they just walked
all over me.”

The Ntsimanes said others in
the crowd collapsed, and a woman
had her face stuck between the
steel bars of the fence.

At Charlotte Maxeke Johannes-
burg Academic Hospital, a woman
was on ventilation after a CAT scan
while staff waited for her relatives.

Others who had hoped to enrol
filled the casualty ward at Helen
Joseph Hospital.

Having travelled from Swazi-
land, Zandile Nhlabathi, 23, said she
camped outside the university dur-
ing a rainy Monday night with her
friend Khanyisane Masinga from
Soweto. But when the pushing and
shoving began, the two found them-
selves on the ground with masses of
people walking over them.

“People were walking all over
me. At some point I had someone
standing on my chest and I couldn’t
breathe. I couldn’t even feel my
right leg at one point and I thought
I was going to die. If it wasn’t for
a security guard who pulled me out
I would have died,” said Masinga.

Police and campus security are
to investigate the stampede, but UJ
management has not taken respon-
sibility for the incident.

“It’s a sad day in history that a
mother, who sacrificed so much for
the education of her son, should
lose her life trying to assist her son
to get an excellent tertiary educa-
tion at UJ,” said UJ vice-chancellor
Professor Ihron Rensburg. 

The student representative
council (SRC) blamed campus man-
agement, saying  further informa-
tion could have helped to save lives.

“There were no attempts to com-
municate with those waiting in the
queue,” said SRC president Ten-
dani Nembidzane.

Late yesterday afternoon about
30 people still milled outside the
campus. Some indicated they
would stay the night even though
UJ had closed its late-application
process. – Additional reporting by

Omphitlhetse Mooki
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Now Malema
seeks out Mbeki
Thabo Mbeki, ejected from

the presidency by his own

party, has been urged by

Julius Malema to become

more involved in domestic

politics.

�2

Life is an avontoer,
enjoy the ride

� Inside

The great detox
deception

�10

Maize prices hit
record highs  
The recent increases in

grain prices and the maize

shortfall forecast for 2012

are set to apply pressure

on industries that use the

commodity.

�11

SPORT 
New era begins
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becomes the sixth.
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Jump that started it all

DESPERATE: Tired of waiting to enrol at the University of Johannesburg, a prospective student leaps over a palisade fence yesterday.

TRAGEDY: Forensic officers near the covered body of a woman who
died of her injuries during yesterday’s stampede. PICTURE: ANTOINE DE RAS

Frustration
sparked deadly
UJ stampede
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HOW STAMPEDE OCCURRED

Applicants start camping early outside the university entrance. 
At 5.30am, more applicants arrive, and the queue is over 1km 
long. Some applicants start cutting in front of the queue. 
  

1. At 7am, thousands of applicants start pushing each other, 
and those in front are shoved against the gate.
2. At 7.30am the campus security guards go through the right 
side gate and, together with about a dozen police officers, they 
attempt to get the applicants to form orderly queues. 
3. The guards open the right side gate and the applicants start 
pushing from the back to get inside.
4. An applicant climbs over the main gate and the crowd 
becomes angry. Soon afterwards, about 10 more applicants 
attempt to jump over the main gate.
5. The applicants get angrier and start pushing and shoving 
each other. The security guards decide to open the main gate, 
and some applicants who are standing in front fall and are 
trampled as the applicants get inside the campus. 
6. One person dies and between 8 and 20 are injured. 
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INSTITUTIONS FIRST YEARS TOTAL STUDENTS
University of Johannesburg                          11 000 45 000
Wits                                                                      5 500 30 000
UCT                                                                       4 000 25 000
UKZN                                                                    9 000 42 000
Pretoria University                                            5 500 45 000
Stellenbosch                                                       4 700 28 000

Numbers universities can take


